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An Organ Grinder in Auburn, New York
120 Years Ago

Bob Conant
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The organ grinder of Auburn, NY.

The photo shows an organ grinder on the corner of
State and Genesee Streets in Auburn, NY, sometime in the
1880s (time identified Joseph O’Hearn, Auburn, NY.).
There are several interesting points about this photograph.
First, the organ grinder is seated which was a bit unusual,
possibly indicating that this was his “regular” corner and
that he didn’t move around much. Generally, they tended
to move from place to place on a regular route, or when
they were chased away. We can see at least one shoe and
no crutches suggesting that he was not legless or crippled.
Organ grinders in big cities tended to do fairly well finan-
cially and this fellow isn’t dressed too poorly but maybe
it was not as lucrative in a smaller city like Auburn.
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Photo, courtesy: William Hecht, Union Springs, NY.

We can’t tell much about the organ as it is covered but
it is about the size of a Molinari of about 20 or 21 notes.
Whether the cover is to reduce the sound somewhat, or
whether the case is rather old and decrepit we can only
make guesses. Perhaps the dog scratches it up jumping up
and down on it.

One final point about the photograph to note is that
his companion is a dog. We usually think of an organ
grinder having a monkey or even a parrot but, in truth, the
dog was by far the most common animal to accompany
the typical grinder.

Joseph also provided me with another newspaper arti-
cle, an obituary for an organ grinder in Auburn.

... continued on page 32
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At first glance it would appear
that Daniel Gould could be the organ
grinder in the photograph. However,
Mr. O’Hearn does not think that Mr.
Gould was organ grinding at the time
of the photograph and therefore it
must be two separate persons.

TAE AUBURN BULTETIY,
MONDAY, JANUARY 10, 1898

DEATH OF D. A, GOULD,

The familiar face of Doniel Aroveld
Gould, whe for several years has fur-
nished the strest corper: with wusic
frem a small kand orgap, will be seen
no wore, for alteran lilness ol two
weeks oe died yesterday at aoun. He
was a soldier in the war, enlisting ip
Co. C., 1L1th. N. Y. Volupteers, under
(apta.hl L. WV, Husk, in ®ogust, 18627
and seeved as brigade blZcksmith wo-
til  Juce, 1285, snd was tbeao
discharged with the regimept. Ho was,
an expery norse shoer and worked |
&t his busioess alter tbe
wur uptil he mel with an afictioo:
which res ulted in the eotire loss of
sight, some 27 years ago, He bore u
up under his misfortuos bravely an
did what he could to make his was ln
the world., He is survived by one
davghter, who resides in Michigan, aod
a son wnose whereabouts are at pre:
ect uoknown. i

I think it is surprising that a small
town like Auburn, NY, would actual-
ly have two organ grinders within a
short period of time but the analysis
suggests that this could be the case.

Bob Conant is a retired gaviman
and organ grinder living in Bradenton, FL,
with his wife, Cherri.
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